DISABILITY ISSUES

The long awaited Disability Bill is now the Disability Act 2005. The challenge is to accelerate

progress for people with a disability in the post-Disability Act era. Fine Gael is committed to

ensuring that the National Disability Strategy and the departmental Sectoral Plans will be

implemented in full.

OPPORTUNITY AND REFORM

Funding

We will ensure that there is transparency in the funding for disability services, that funding provides

value for money for people with disabilities, that there are standards of services applied in particular to

residential services and that the thrust of disability policy enables participation rather than creating

additional barriers.

Services

Fine Gael will progress towards a system where people with disabilities are enabled to access their own

support services. We must offer people with disabilities choice and control over the type of services

needed and to enhance independence and autonomy.

Reform

We will promote the concept of the “money following the client” rather than block granting services providers as at present as this could lead to a more person-centred and responsive model of service provision.

Standards

· We will ensure that national standards for services, which are still at draft stage with the Department of

· Health, are finalised, implemented and monitored.

· We will ensure that services provided are appropriate to the client and protected by rigorous standards.

· Fine Gael will bring in a Patient Safety Authority to protect the standards applied in residential and day

· settings for people with disabilities.

· We will promote services which are targeted to provide care appropriate to people’s needs.

Disability Strategy

· We will appoint a Minister for Disability Issues to coordinate and implement the National Disability

· Strategy at Government level and accelerate progress on Departmental Sectoral Plans.

· We will create an Office for Disability Issues to provide advice and support the Minster in implementing

· the National Disability Strategy, overseeing the distribution of multi-annual funding for disability support

· services and the dissemination of information on individuals rights and entitlements.

· We will develop a Partnership Forum to improve dialogue between voluntary and community groups and

· the Government.

Cost of Disability

Fine Gael will introduce a cost of disability payment for people who have been in receipt of means-tested

Disability Allowance for a specified period of time. Discussions will be held with groups and organisations representing people with disabilities before this scheme is introduced.

Independent Living

Fine Gael will support independent living by creating employment and training opportunities and by

providing adequate home help and home care services.

Fine Gael will aim to accelerate the progress on the Transport Sectoral Plan and to provide a fully

accessible and comprehensive public transport system to meet the needs of those who rely upon it.

Irish Sign Language

· In Government, Fine Gael will give increased recognition and support to Irish Sign Language (ISL) services.

· We will develop a module on ISL Education for use in secondary schools in transition year.

· We will increase the number of ISL interpreters to ensure sufficient interpretation services are

· accessible to the deaf community nationally.

· We will ensure the prompt screening of all new born babies to identify hearing impairment at the earliest

· possible stage.

· Fine Gael will introduce a formal accreditation programme and registration system for ISL interpreters.
