Disability

At present, people with disabilities, 1 in 12 of the population, have had their right to be full citizens

compromised, whether it be access to employment (where up to 80% are unable to get jobs), public transport or housing.

The Green Party will:

• ensure that at least half of the National Disability Strategy will be implemented by 2010;

• introduce a Cost of Disability payment of approx. €40 per week;

• ensure a rights-based approach to disability issues;

• support all-encompassing legislation on disability, eg. ‘Americans with Disabilities Act’;

• give official recognition to Irish Sign Language;

• address the shortfall in places for people with intellectual disabilities in need of respite and day-care services;

• provide more funding to initiatives which provide financial incentives to employers to recruit disabled people for over 20 hours a week, e.g. FAS Wage Subsidy Scheme, Workplace Equipment Adaptation Grant (WEAG);

• increase access by disabled people to the workforce by allowing them to earn over €120 per

week without losing the Disability Allowance;

• ensure that all State and local authority buildings are made accessible within 5 years;

• promote Early Intervention Services for all children with special needs;

• fund Pre School Support Workers for children with complex needs to allow them attend Pre School;

• increase funding for services for physically disabled persons over 18 years;

• provide Medical cards for all children with disabilities up to 18 years.

