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Intellectual Disability and Autism…

The problems still exist!

And no one is in charge!

At present there are people in this country with intellectual disability and autism who are getting no services or very poor services and there is no one responsible for taking an overall view and sorting out the mess.

1.  Waiting Lists

In 2004, the National Disability strategy was published

In 2004 the EPSEN Act was passed

In 2005 The Disability Act was passed

Despite this legislation there is no single unifying plan or vision as to how services for people with an intellectual disability and autism should be addressed.

Since 2004 the problems haven’t gone away.  In fact they have increased.

For example, waiting lists for residential services and respite services have increased:

National Intellectual Disability Database

	Year
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	People on waiting list for Residential Services
	1638
	1893
	2008
	2118

	People waiting for Residential Support Services/Respite Services
	1144
	1763
	1840
	1954


2. Quality of Services

Those providing the services are not accountable for the quality of the services they provide: 

Services are not subject to any kind of inspection.

The Health Bill 2006 is expected to be passed before the dissolution of the Dáil.  This includes a section on service standards.  However, we see no hope of such monitoring happening in the short or medium term.  Also, it will not cover education and it is not clear if it will cover day services.

Is there a need for all services to be monitored?

A recent survey by Down Syndrome Ireland on day services found that, nationally, services were very mixed in their quality.  For example, 40% of families stated that the day service attended by their family member with Down Syndrome was not meeting their overall needs.  

We believe that the same percentages would apply to most services.

3. Value for Money

As an organization we are continually being told that there is not enough money to provide adequate services and that a right to a service is not possible for people with disabilities.  Yet at the same time there is insufficient monitoring of how those providing services use State funding.

The Comptroller and Auditor General in his report on the Not-For-Profit Sector in 2005 said;

“Greater transparency in financial reporting would provide assurance that charges were reasonable and would assist in allaying any concerns that funds might be absorbed by administrative costs rather than applied to front line services”

and

“There is a need for greater accountability, transparency and corporate governance within the State funded nonprofit sector and for clarity in the relationship between the State and the funded organisations.”

We agree with this and we believe it is time that the Government acted on it.

4. Conclusions:

People with intellectual disabilities and autism are human beings and deserve to be treated with respect by the State.  There must be:

a. A proper plan for services for intellectual disability and autism.  There must be some person in charge of preparing this plan and implementing it.

b. This plan should include clear monitoring of service provision and service needs.

c. It should include provision for immediate supervision of the quality of services.

d.  It should also include immediate supervision of funding allocated for services.
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