Letter sent to the NPSA by Kathleen Lynch TD on May 9, 2007.

“Labour insists that people with disabilities must be enabled to participate fully in society.  Yet current legislation does not recognise the right of disabled people to a similar standard of living as could reasonably be expected by any other citizen of the State.  Our disability legislation creates no entitlements other than an entitlement to be assessed as to one’s needs, and it places no obligation on the State to meet those needs.  As a result, persons with disabilities and their families are cast back on the cap-in-hand, hand-to-mouth provision of services, unable to plan for their long-term future.

Labour remains committed to an approach based on rights, equality and participation.  We will work to vindicate the rights of people with disabilities to education, health, housing and work and to participate in an inclusive manner in the economic, social and cultural life of the community.

People with a disability are entitled to a strong enforceable legal right to an assessment of their needs in relation to education, healthcare training and residential services.  That right must be underpinned by the resources to ensure that waiting lists are tackled quickly, in a planned way and in proper consultation.

Our central policy is short, specific and, we believe, will effect a radical change.

· At present, individual assessments of needs of persons with a disability are ongoing.  These assessments of need will be expedited and completed.

· At the end of a two year period, the information extracted from these assessments will have been compiled into a national database of disability needs.  The database information will be costed, in a process that is objective and independent and in which stakeholders can have confidence.

· Labour in government will use these independently arrived at costing figures to commit the necessary resources to deliver the level of service that each individual is entitled to under his or her own assessment of need.

· Allowing for inflation and for the necessary lead-in period to deliver new services and enhance existing ones, a comprehensive five year plan will be published.

· The funds necessary to deliver on this comprehensive plan will be withdrawn from the annual Estimates and Budget procedure and, for the duration of the plan, will be charged directly on the Central Fund as an ongoing statutory commitment and entitlement. 

As part of this approach, labour in government will recognise the philosophy of “Independent Living” for people with disabilities.  Independent living means practical measures to enable a person with a disability to make his or her own arrangements for personal assistance, transport, access and so on.

Independent Living measures include enabling people with disabilities to employ personal assistants and so take control of their own lives.  Funding for independent living means resourcing people with disabilities, and tailoring services to meet individual requirements.

Labour is also committed to establishing an independent agency to inspect, monitor and regulate compliance with basic standards in the health and social services sector, both statutory and voluntary.

This authority would oversee the registration and accreditation not just of hospitals and inpatient facilities but all registered health and social care facilities.

Finally, we accept and endorse the December 2005 report and recommendations of the Comptroller and Auditor General in relation to the provision of disability services by non-profit organisations.

There is a need for greater transparency in financial reporting regarding the application of funds provided by the State.  The health services needs to establish financial reporting norms and key disclosure requirements in order to obtain satisfactory assurance regarding the use of the funds provided and the management of the related services.  And there is a need to move towards agreed requirements relating to the implementation of the standardisation of services, good governance and accountability.

The same principles of openness, transparency and accountability should apply too in relation to services funded by the State but provided by nongovernmental service providers as applies to those services provided directly by the State itself.”

