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In this issue of the newsletter we revisit some of the old reliables and report on recent happenings (not all positive).  But first a reminder….

NPSA AGM

T

he AGM of the NPSA will be held on May 21st at 2.00 p.m. in the Ashling Hotel, Parkgate Street, Dublin.  We ask all member groups to send a representative.  If we are to continue our work in the area of disability, we need your support and, most importantly, we need to hear your concerns.  It is very important, therefore, that we get a good attendance on this day. 

Update on the Standards issue

T
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he NDA Standards document was sent to the NDA Chairperson, Angela Kerins in the middle of September to forward to the Department of Health.  It took four weeks to do this.  We have also recently discovered that on December 15th, 2004, the Department of Health replied to say that they had forwarded it to HIQA.  However, Ms. Kerins informed no one of this fact until almost three months later.  No explanation has been given for this.

However, the document is now with the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) (see box for information on HIQA) for its response.  Unfortunately, it is not clear how long this will take as HIQA is only in the process of being set up.  However, at a meeting of the NDA Standards Advisory Committee it was agreed that the NDA should urgently seek consultation with HIQA to try to progress the launch of the Standards as soon as possible.  We await developments.

(see extract from HSE  Report, below)

Meeting with Tim O’Malley

O

n March 8th an NPSA delegation met with Minister Tim O’Malley.  The meeting covered the implementation of the NDA Standards Document, transparency of funding allocation, systems for monitoring the spending of funding allocations and the Disability Bill 2004.  

It was at this meeting that we first learned that the Standards document had been sent to HIQA.

While the meeting gave us the opportunity to air certain issues, the Minister simply took a lot of notes and gave no commitments.

The DLCG and the Disability Bill

T

he DLCG last met on January 13th.  At that meeting a letter was sent to Minister Frank Fahey requesting reasonable consultation on the Disability Bill.  A reply was received from Minister Fahey on March 7th.  The letter essentially said that he was not prepared to negotiate with the DLCG.  He stated that he would get back to us when the Bill had passed second stage in the Dail.  On April 12th Second Stage was guillotined and Committee Stage will commence on May 3rd.  It is at this stage that amendments will be made to the Bill.  These amendments are proposed by the Government and the Opposition.  At present, we know that the Opposition has a large number of amendments.  However, important as these are, we are waiting to see what amendments the Government has proposed as these will indicate if they are serious about taking on board the widespread criticisms of the disability community.  

Following the requests from members (including the NPSA) the chairperson, Angela Kerins is finally convening a meeting of the DLCG at which the Minister’s response can be discussed.  This will take place on April 29th and, by coincidence, Frank Fahey has asked to meet with the DLCG later on the same day.  However, clearly the purpose is not to negotiate with the DLCG.  We expect to be given information on the Government’s amendments to the Disability Bill.

The Events in Meath

A

s everyone will know by now, on March 4th, four boys on the autistic spectrum, between the ages of five and sixteen, were taken into care by the North East Health Board.  The issue caused great concern and distress to the family, to other families in the area and to the nation at large.  This was particularly so because there was no obvious reason for taking them into care other than the fact that the children’s parents spoke out about the need for proper services.  A week later a court found that the Health Board had no case and ordered that the boys be returned to their parents.  Unfortunately, the court could not instruct the health board to provide proper services for the family.  We must ask how much assistance could have been given to the family with the money used to pay court costs and to accommodate the boys for a week?  Parents’ concerns were increased when it transpired that the same health board had taken a boy into care some months earlier.  He had been removed from his school without his parents’ knowledge.  This boy is still in care.

The NPSA have made efforts to ask if this is a new “get tough” policy prompted by the HSE.  As far as we can ascertain this is not the case.  Several health board representatives have given assurances on this issue.

However, we feel, while parents should have no worries about their present situation, the whole process illustrates the vital need for legislation which gives parents confidence in the system.  The present Disability Bill certainly does not achieve this.

News (in brief)

NPSA web-site:  We hope to have our own web-site up and running before the summer.  We’ll keep you informed.

NDA Publications:  Just published is Oral Health and Disability: The Way Forward.  It can be got on the NDA website www.nda.ie or by contacting the NDA at 01-6080400
Letter writing campaign:  The letter writing campaign is going well and many TDs are reporting that they have received a lot of mail.  It’s not too late to write to them.  If you need a copy of the letter give us a shout.  

HSE Report  (Extract):  “Key issues for 2005 include:

· The impact on services of the Disability Bill 2004 and Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004

· Compliance with the National Standards for Disability Services

· Provision of specialist services for specific groups, particularly those with multiple disabilities, persons with autistic spectrum disorder, challenging behaviours and significant physical disabilities.”


CECDE Standards Document

I
n our newsletter for June 2004 we wrote about the CECDE (see box).  They are involved in preparing documents on standards in services for those from 0 – 6.  So far, they have produced principles and explanatory notes.  The principles are given below.  Details of the process so far may be had from their web-site at www.cecde.ie or from Jenny Mangan at 01-8842119.

The National Framework for Quality in early childhood care and education:


· Early childhood is a significant and distinct time in life that must be nurtured, respected, valued and supported in its own right. 

· The child’s individuality, strengths, rights and needs are central in the provision of quality early childhood experiences.

· Parents are the primary educators of the child and have a pre-eminent role in promoting his/her well-being, learning and development.

· Responsive, sensitive and reciprocal relationships, which are consistent over time, are essential to the well-being, learning and development of the young child.

· Equality is an essential characteristic of quality early childhood care and education.

· Quality early childhood settings acknowledge and respect diversity and ensure that all children and families have their individual, personal, cultural and linguistic identity validated.

· The physical environment of the young child has a direct impact on his/her well-being, learning and development.

· The safety, welfare and well-being of all children must be protected and promoted in all early childhood environments.

· The role of the adult in providing quality early childhood experiences is fundamental.

· The provision of quality early childhood experiences requires cooperation, communication and mutual respect. 

· Pedagogy in early childhood is expressed by curricula or programmes of activities which take a holistic approach to the development and learning of the child and reflect the inseparable nature of care and education.

Play is central to the well-being, development and learning of the young child.
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CECDE





The CECDE  (Centre for Early Childhood Development & Education) was established in 2001 when the Minister for Education and Science asked the Dublin Institute of Technology and St. Patrick's College, Drumcondra to jointly establish it.  Its aim is to develop and co-ordinate early childhood education in pursuance of the objectives of the White Paper 'Ready to Learn' and to advise the Department of Education and Science on policy issues particularly for special needs and disadvantage. The Centre's brief covers children from 0 to 6 years of age in a wide variety of settings, including families, nurseries, crèches, playgroups, child minders, preschools and the infant classes of primary schools.





HIQA


A key policy aim of the National Health Strategy is to deliver high quality services that are based on evidence-supported best practice. The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) is being established to advance this aim. It is envisaged that the HIQA will have three distinct but related functions.  


Carrying out the health information functions assigned in the National Health Information Strategy, particularly in the assessment of major developments in information and ICT and in the setting of standards for the development of information systems;


Promoting quality improvement and quality assurance programmes and implementing accreditation within the health service; and 


Developing capacity in the system to undertake health technology assessment.  


The next steps will be the appointment of a Project Officer to make arrangements for the establishment of the HIQA and the nomination of a Board.





The above is taken from the Health Reform Bulletin, published by the Department of Health & Children
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